ae ie eS ne! 


Approved For Release 2003/12/@4yr¢bk4RBRB1-00706RO0OREREHEREYZ, 1952 


Policy Regarding the Return of Seized German Documents 


Introduction 
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1. The United States Government currently holds various 
categories of German Documents, includihg books, manuscripts, 
films and other similar materials, regardless of physical form or 
characteristic, seized during or after World War II. As used in 
this paper the word "documents" does not include such interests as 
literary, artistic, or industrial rights. Many of these materials 
are held subject to understandings with the British (such as the 
Bissell-Sinclair agreement) that joint Anglo-American approval will be 
required for any action taken with regard to disposing of the documents. 
Consultation will therefore be had with appropriate British authorities 
in all cases where such an understanding applies. This consultation 
may relate to the disposal, use, or cost of maintenance, of these 
materials. 
2, Allied rights to seized German documents derive from these 
sources: 
a. Provisions of Article 53 of the Annex to the Hague Convention IV, 
1907, which would cover the seizure of materials belonging to the 
German State seized on or prior to May 8, 195 (de facto end of 
Hostilities) and which could have been used for military operations. 
These 
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ee ewido setae a8 "er bonty, 

De ACS Logi tation axthorizing tha: sefsure of certain 
, Jernan documents. ‘The obier onactuents Were: acc 
Law #2, October 12, 1965) act Directive 418, Noveuber 
125 19451 AOC Order #4, ley 13, 1945; and ACC Law 434, 
August 26, 1946, i‘oef ct the docwints now tn t1i0d 
. comtrol were soised wmiex the provisions of sah hliied 
| Legislation. Thess Acc Laws, : orders, and directives 

| were aimed in the main at the cotifiseation of National 
és Sooisl ist propagante materirls and miijtary or pare- 
military dccunents ‘Perenent to the policy of with- 
drawing and withholding such materLals from tha 
Cormane. 

@. ACG Law #5, October 30, 1945, und Allied ‘iigh 
Commigsion Law #63, August 31, 1951, which Capzive the 


., formar German owners of title to property taken as. 
» Teparatious, and prevent any Claim froze being naserted 


oi regard to eueh property, 
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te Bronote friendly relations with the Federal Republic of 


On @ normal basis, to bring about effective 
participation 
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iG tn the maropoun 

‘i ‘ we le ity, and to rerove 
unnecssdary coef ' to the ee mdnt of these objeatix. «. 
In view of iss ‘pol tey, ‘the seized: Geran doevmetr 6411 de 
retnrned to ‘the rederal Repablia, regardiéen of Yh legal 
vighta: referied te in Hection 2, subject only to the qualirt. 
os Gations Woich apbear in Section 4 ant 5 S belot ‘eo JS ts under. 
Me stood, however, that this poldéy. fe¢eratn: the return or 
docurents does pot Sover Property er ri ghis verted, or which 
were purported to be iii usider the Trading with the 
Enemy det. 

4 ‘the fet eta cutecortad oF P materials | May be 
| ‘retaingds 
a) Such military, intelLigence, Cry. “caranphic, teeh~ 
nological , ‘OP other slmitar @oounents, as world, af 
returned, Jeopardizs the wattonal seCIMi ty interests 
of the United States or its Allies, 
(oy Uaterial s contarned primarily with cermen OCERNHE-. | 
thom of other states, the return of wich Would Joopards ze 
the ‘nationsi security intcrests of the United States 
or. 1t9‘Allies. Such matortala reloting: to the oceup: tion 
of friendly Coon tries may de veheened to the “we soeetiva 
friendly countries, . Ss 

fe) “Deouments tendiny te sharify tha ‘las? rogine, o 
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ak ave of inherent propaganda hazeevars or whiot 
deal. with the organisation, peracmmel, end operation 
of Waist. Party instétetions, except where such transfer 
would not jeopardize the Remsoratss way of 1ife in the 
Federal Republi a 
5. In aporepetate: eases, ‘pabject to overriding 
“political and miitexy* sonsiderasions, gelred cocuxsnis: 


EA while woul morgally be returned: may pe reteined conporenaly 


ae for the purposes of official research. 
: Business or other records involved in enemy property 
Litigation. saghe United States, or naval records concerned 
with ship movements or ship refuelling involved in claims 
Litigation, egainat the United States Government, may be re- 
tained" ror ‘the perposas of litigation, pending or threatenad, 
: until sutietes tory arrangensnts ate nade to secure the dee 
gired information or evidence from them, 

be ALL materials which are uniquely a part of the 


German svitoral heritage will, subject to the provisions 


of paragraphs 4 and § preceding, be returned to the Federal 
Republic of Germany at an early date. | 
7. The Federal Republic of Germany way be raquested 
to specify categories of materiale which it regards as 
urgently required, and. to indicate She’ ‘priorities according 
. to whick 
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to which the niterlals ave desired. 

Bao Representatives of the Fedaral Republics ris de 
granted agcess to records which are to he returie, svoject 
to security considerations and ir sovordi ce wAtO Voce p tate 


administrative arrangements of wa uspectivs age. ‘a3. 
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a, Approyriute procedures for the implersats: is 
the above policy will te rorked out by tic Departe. 3. of 
ctate in consul tation with other interests heldit: age cies. 

10, The Lbepartrant of State FLL conc lt 8 anor crict 
British euthorities on cnestions relating to aecess te op 
cvigposition of seized Gervan cocuments or tc the otal of 
no intenance ‘of éuch records hela jointly ep the Uidied otalon 


ar the United Kingdom. 
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